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The literary work of Nejati is therefore practically confined
to his Dnvan; and this volume has been sufficient to win
for him a distinguished position in Ottoman literature. It is
true that Nejati is not inspired in the sense that Nesfmi
was; he is an extremely self-conscious writer, he never for
a moment forgets himself in his subject. None the less he
is, judged by the standards of his school, the greatest Turkish
poet that has yet appeared. He is more artistic, more subtle,
more original than any of his predecessors. Although he is
a follower in the footsteps of Ahmed, his work is not, like
that of the pioneer, a mere collection of translations or
adaptations; and if his verses lack somewhat of the virility
of Jem's, they are infinitely more studied and refined. The
Prince's poetry owes such originality as it has to the fact
that the author put into it something of his own personality;
the originality of Nejatf's work, on the other hand, is due
to the imaginative ingenuity of the poet. His verses abound
in graceful metaphors, which, though always conceived in
the Persian spirit and presented after the Persian fashion,
are not simply transferred from some Persian diwan, but are
the result of the observation and the applicative skill of the
author himself.

All the critics unite in recognising in Nejati the best poet
that has yet arisen in Rum. His friend Sehi, though he does
not descend into details, is naturally enthusiastic in his
praises both of the poet and of the man. Latffi who wrote
before the genius of Baqf had fully disclosed itself and while
Fuzulf was hardly known even by name in Constantinople,
regards Nejati as absolutely the greatest Turkish poet, and
says that so long as his verses remain no other need attempt
mesnevf on Leyla and Mejntin, and translations of the Kimiya*-yi Sacddet and
the Jami'-ul-Hikdyat, but gives no details with regard to any one of them.
He mentions a poem with the title of Mihr u Mah which he attributes" to
CAK the historian. He does not mention any Munazare-i Gul u Khusrev.,